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Cappella Pratensis concert proposal 
 
Triptych - The Musical World of Hieronymus Bosch 
The paintings of Hieronymus Bosch resonate with a multiplicity of images, 
ranging from frightening scenes of the Last Judgement to tender depictions of 
Madonna and child.  Throughout them all, the eye picks up a silent concert of 
polyphony, whether from the howls of tortured souls or the gentle sounds of 
voices and instruments. As part of the commemoration of the 500th anniversary of 
the artist’s death in 2016, Cappella Pratensis offers a sounding parallel to the 
world of Bosch, with music that he would have heard on a regular basis in his 
native city of ’s-Hertogenbosch—the ensemble’s home city. The music is drawn 
from the splendid choirbooks of the Confraternity of Our Illustrious Lady, of 
which Bosch was a member, and for which he produced works of art, including 
one of his many triptychs. These musical sources are themselves works of art, 
produced in the workshops of the Flemish calligrapher Petrus Alamire, who 
adorned these musical scores with images taken straight from Bosch’s world. 
 
For this programme, Cappella Pratensis draws on music by a fellow member of 
the Confraternity, Pierre de la Rue. His Missa Cum jocunditate, taken from one of 
the Confraternity’s Alamire choirbooks, forms the nucleus of a program reflecting 
the intense Marian devotion so evident in the work of Bosch himself. This central 
panel of the musical altarpiece is flanked on one side by brilliant motets by 
anonymous composers from ’s-Hertogenbosch and by Johannes Mouton, and on 
the other by Gregorian chant as it was sung in the Confraternity chapel. The result 
is a multi-voiced triptych, echoes of the world of Hieronymus Bosch. 
 
Program 
Introitus - Salve Sancta Parens Chant/polyphony (Anon.) 
Missa Cum Jocunditate - Kyrie Pierre de la Rue (1450-1518) 
Missa Cum Jocunditate - Gloria Pierre de la Rue 
Graduale - Benedicta et venerabilis es Chant  
Alleluia - Felix est sacra virgo Chant 
Sequentia - Verbum bonum Chant/polyphony (Anon.) 
Missa Cum Jocunditate - Credo Pierre de la Rue 
Offertorium-motet Sub tuum presidium Anon. 
Missa Cum Jocunditate – Sanctus 
(with Elevation-motet – O salutarius hostia) 

Pierre de la Rue 

Missa Cum Jocunditate - Agnus Dei Pierre de la Rue 
Communio - Beata viscera Chant 
Motet - Nesciens Mater Jean Mouton (1459-1522) 
 


